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% 1 FEB 2005
DATE RECEIVED
3547 13 King George St
MT LARCOM, Q 4695.
8-2-2005

Queensland Competition Authority
GPO Box 2257
BRISBANE 4001.

Re:- Proposed Water Charges For Mt. Larcom Residents
Dear Sir,

We believe that the maximum price of $8.69/ Kilolitre proposed by the QCA for
water delivered to Mt Larcom residents is based on flawed estimates of real costs.

Consider the facts:-
(1. QCL, not GAWB, paid for the water main from Yarwun. The real cost of water
beyond Yarwun should therefore exclude this capital cost.

(2). Maintenance and depreciation costs for the main and any infrastructure from
Yarwun onwards should be proportionately no higher than those in any other region
under GAWB jurisdiction. Real water charges at Mt Larcom must reflect this.

(3). Our current access fee already pays for the infrastructure costs that are common
to each and every user of reticulated water drawn from the Awonga dam. Real water
charges at Mt Larcom must reflect this.

(4). The real cost of water at Mt Larcom should therefore be the cost of water at
Gladstone plus pumping costs from Gladstone to Mt Larcom. The proposed charge of
$8.69/K1 in no way reflects this cost.

If the proposed water charge is implemented, the effect on the entire community will
be devastating. Property values in Mt Larcom will plunge and growth of the town
will cease or become negative. We will be forced to revert to tank water and
extension of this practice throughout the community will result in the GAWB being
left with an expensive white elephant. Is this the outcome you are seeking? We
suggest that an unbiased, knowledgeable, competent, independent authority be
appointed to determine a fair and equitable price for water delivered to Mt Larcom
residents.

Yours faithfully,

RJ.and DM. Ward.  gyfunel - 78 Zlgred
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